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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Applicants have reviewed the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
mailed on August 23, 2006, and wish to submit the following remarks. The Statement quotes 
several limitations from independent claim 1 as reasons for allowance of claims 1-15. 
Initially, Applicants wish to point out that the "characterized in that the guide elements" 
language was deleted from claim 1 in a Preliminary Amendment filed with the application. 
Further, Applicants wish to point out that independent claim 1 recites other limitations which, 
in combination with the limitations noted by the Statement, render the claim allowable. In 
addition, dependent claims 2-15 recite further limitations which, in combination with those of 
the base claim, render the dependent claims allowable. 

Likewise, the Statement quotes several limitations from independent claims 16 
and 18 as reasons for allowance of claims 16 and 17, and 18-20. Applicants wish to point out 
that independent claims 1 6 and 1 8 recite other limitations which, in combination with the 
limitations noted by the Statement, render the independent claims allowable. And, dependent 
claims 17, 19 and 20 recite further limitations which, in combination with those of their base 
claims, render the dependent claims allowable. 
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Otherwise, Applicants agree with the Examiner that the claims distinguish over 



the prior art. 



Dated: November 22, 2006 



Respectfully submitted, 



By 




Thomas J. D'Amico 

Registration No.: 28,371 

Peter A. Veytsman 

Registration No. 45,920 

DICKSTEIN SHAPIRO LLP 

1825 Eye Street NW 

Washington, DC 20006 

(202) 420-2200 

Attorneys for Applicant 
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